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Outline of core topic
a) The economic, political and social factors which created the protests of the 1930s in the Caribbean
b) The role of outstanding male and female protest leaders
c) Consequences of the protests - the Moyne Commission; the development of trade unions and political parties; the emergence of male and female personalities
This week, we will be assessing the first segment of this core topic.
a) The troubles of the 1930s arose mainly from inadequate provision for the social, economic and political advancement of the labouring population.
Socioeconomic factors which led to the protests
1. In the 1920s and early 1930s, staple products such as sugar had an unfavourable world market that was further aggravated by the Great Depression of 1929-1932 in the United States. Prices were low and this was reflected in the economic conditions of those who planted cash crops. Many of these people abandoned their farms and resorted to the towns where they added to the number of people who were unemployed. Those who remained as small farmers found it difficult to compete with agricultural methods used on large estates and their production cost was, therefore, high. Peasant farmers also found that they did not have the resources to cope with the numerous tropical plant diseases or with unfavourable weather conditions.
2. People aspired for a higher standard of living. This was inspired through contact with whites or through overseas services during the First World War. Other Caribbean nationals who worked in Cuba, the Dominican Republic and Panama wanted higher wages when they returned home.
3. Social services such as education and health facilities were very inadequate. Education existed mostly at the elementary level, but the curriculum did not suit the needs of the students. Teachers were few and ill-trained, classes overcrowded and accommodation was inadequate. Only a small percentage of students went to secondary schools which also had their share of weaknesses and inadequacies. Additionally, throughout most colonies, sanitation was poor. Yaws, hookworm and diseases such as malaria were prevalent. Houses were dilapidated and constituted a health hazard.
4. Land ownership was unfairly divided. The best land was owned by absentee planters and the local plantocracy. Worthless land was given to peasants.
5. For those people who continued to work on estates, wages were low. In Barbados, wages averaged 2/3 a day; in Jamaica 2/6 to 3/6 a day in St Kitts 10d a day and in Trinidad 5/6 to 12/6 a week. Added to this, the hours of work were long, the methods of discipline were harsh and seasonal unemployment and underemployment was common.
6. The high Caribbean birth rate aggravated the problems of overpopulation and of unemployment and underemployment. The situation was worsened because emigration opportunities were removed after 1918. The United States and Central American countries closed their doors to Caribbean people seeking employment there.
Political factors that led to the protests
1. The 1920s and 1930s was a period of rising Caribbean nationalism with an emphasis on black consciousness. The National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP) was partly responsible for this. Of particular importance also were the ideas and activities of Marcus Garvey, who had lived in the United States.
He was the founder of the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) which advocated for social reform of blacks, pride of race and of African past and the rejection of white values. There was also the philosophy of 'negritude' which exalted the dignity and vitality of black people. These movements increased Caribbean resentment against their unjust social condition.
2. New Caribbean leaders appeared and organised peoples' protest. Many of these leaders were educated in metropolitan countries and could draw upon the methods developed by world labour movement. They could count on the support of British unions, the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and world opinion.
3. Caribbean governments under the Crown Colony system were inefficient. They were incapable of devising measures for economic developments and improvements of social services. 
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Individuals from Trinidad & Tobago
Arthur Cipriani (1875-1945)
Arthur Cipriani had his political awakening because of his experiences as a member of the British West Indies Regiment during the First World War. In 1925, he was elected to the Legislative Council. He was a leading member of the Trinidad Workingman's Association, later renamed the Trinidad Labour Party.
Eric Williams (1911-1981)
Eric Williams was a scholar and leading Caribbean politician. In 1944, he published his seminal work, Capitalism & Slavery. He later became a faculty member at Howard University and research secretary of the Caribbean Commission. He returned to Trinidad in 1948 as deputy chairman of the Caribbean Research Council. He built up a large following from his association with the People's Educational Movement (PEM), a group through which he gave his political speeches. He also gave public lectures at Woodford Square in Port-of-Spain. In 1956, he formed the People's National Movement (PNM). He became chief minister of the country in 1956 and led Trinidad & Tobago to independence in August 1962.
From Barbados
Errol Barrow (120-1987)
In 1961, Errol Barrow, under the banner of the Democratic Labour Party, took over the fight for independence. He is known as the 'education prime minister' on account of his policy of compulsory free secondary education for all.
Individuals from Jamaica
Alexander Bustamante (1884-1977)
Jamaica's modern trade union movement began with William Alexander Clarke (later Alexander Bustamante). He was born in Blenheim, Hanover. He began advocating in the workers' movement in the early 1930s. He subsequently developed a relationship with St William Grant, a labour advocate known for holding regular 'banyan lectures' under the great banyan trees in Victoria Park.
In 1937, Bustamante became involved in the newly formed Jamaica Tradesmen and Workers' Union (JWTU), giving 'Busta' an arena to present himself as the representative of the working class. The JWTU was formed by Coombs on June 29, 1937. Bustamante was at the forefront of the protests in 1938 and, shortly thereafter, formed the Bustamante Industrial Trade Union (BITU). He later formed the Jamaica Labour Party in 1943 and became prime minister of independent Jamaica in 1962.
Norman Washington Manley (1893-1969)
Norman Manley was born in the district of Roxborough, Manchester, on July 4, 1893. He was a distinguished athlete and brilliant scholar - this brilliance allowed him to receive the prestigious Rhodes scholarship in 1914 to study law at King's Counsel (KC).
In 1937, he established a social development agency, Jamaica Welfare Limited (JWL), the first of its kind in the island. He was known as the 'labour mediator', especially after the arrest of Alexander Bustamante and St William Grant in the labour riots of 1938. This had a tremendous impact on his psyche and his drive to promote nationalism and the idea of self-government that it influenced Manley to form the People's National Party (PNP) in September of 1938.
Manley opposed Crown Colony government, and until 1949, pressed for a total end to the system in Jamaica. He criticised the constitutional changes of 1953 which ushered in ministerial government. The 1953 constitution left defence, justice and foreign affairs in the hands of the Crown. In 1955, Manley's PNP came to power and quickly changed to full cabinet government. In 1959, Jamaica won full internal self-government. He was a major proponent of Federation; this, however, collapsed in 1962. He called an election only a few months after the referendum on Federation in 1962 and lost to the JLP.
Individuals from Guyana
Cheddi Jagan (1918-1997)
Cheddi Jagan was chief minister-premier of Guyana between 1957 and 1961, and premier from 1961 to 1964. He studied dentistry in the USA and returned to Guyana in 1943. He became involved in politics shortly after his return, gaining a seat in the legislature as an independent candidate in 1947. He would soon after join the British Guiana Labour Party. Upon the disintegration of that party, he and others formed the People's Progressive Party (PPP). The party subsequently won the 1953 elections.
There were fears especially by the opposition in the early 1960s that the PPP intended to turn British Guiana into a communist state. Fearing such a prospect, Britain landed troops in Guiana. On orders from Britain, the governor suspended the constitution and set up an interim government of nominated officials.
The British action delayed the coming of internal self-government and independence to British Guiana for many years. The country became independent in May 1966 under the leadership of Forbes Burnham and the People's National Congress (PNC). 
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The emergence of trade unions, political parties and leading personalities.
With the socioeconomic problems of the 1930s, it came as no surprise that there was widespread labour unrest. Below is a summary of the disturbance that occurred throughout the 1930s.
Violence first broke out in St Kitts in 1934 and continued into 1935. Strikes and riots broke out on sugar plantations in St Kitts. Sugar workers were demanding higher wages. In protest of the employers' refusal to increase wages, striking workers moved from estate to another attacking owners and managers. The riots were suppressed by the police who opened fire and killed several rioters. Out of this came the St Kitts and Nevis Trade and Labour Union. Political parties led by Robert Bradshaw emerged out of this union.
In St Vincent, the government raised custom duties. The working class protested which resulted in disturbances. A state of emergency was declared and two rioters were killed.
In St Lucia, there was a strike at a coaling station. Soldiers suppressed this and a warship was summoned.
In 1937, riots broke out in the oilfields in Trinidad under the leadership of Uriah Butler. The trouble started with a sit-down strike on the property of Trinidad Leasehold Limited, operated by South African capital and where white officials were suspected of colour prejudice. Two oilfields broke out and two police officers were killed. The strike spread from the oilfields to the sugar estates and to the towns of San Fernando and Port-of-Spain where business places were burnt. The Royal Navy and the Marines were called in after 14 persons had been killed and 59 wounded. The workers' demands were heard and Butler became labour leader.
In 1937, riots in Barbados began because of Clement Payne (Trinidadian). He told the people that they were being oppressed because of their race and he urged them to organise themselves into unions. Payne kept several meetings in Bridgetown and other parts of the island. The authorities decided to put a stop to these developments by deporting Payne on the grounds that he had given false information to immigration officers when he entered the island (Barbados). Payne had declared that he was a Barbadian. The authorities said he was Trinidadian. The truth is that Payne had been born in Trinidad of Barbadian parents. Grantley Adams appealed against the deportation, which still went ahead.
Riots broke out in Bridgetown and on sugar estates, automobiles were pushed into the sea, stores were ransacked and the police volunteers killed 14 and wounded 47 of the rioters. Grantley Adams emerged as labour leader and the Barbados Progressive League was formed. Trade union laws were also passed.
Riots also broke out as in British Guiana in 1937. Sugar workers rioted and protested against mechanisation in the sugar industry.
Labour unrest in Jamaica began in 1937 as well, when a demonstration of unemployed workers and ex-servicemen in Kingston was broken up by the police using batons. Then, in January 1938, violence erupted at the Frome Sugar Factory owned by Tate and Lyle, and when strikers attacked the estates officials, the police opened fire killing four and wounding nine. The disorder spread to the Kingston waterfront where a general strike was called. Mobs paraded the streets attacking shops and cars and the police again used force and eight persons were killed, 171 wounded and over 700 arrested. The leading labour figure in the Jamaican riots was Alexander Bustamante.
These waves of riots and strikes causing death and injury to so many attracted worldwide attention.
Consequences of the disturbance
The following can be regarded as the most important consequences of the disturbances of the 1930s.
a) Mass political parties were formed, designed in conjunction with trade unions to press for political, social and economic advancement. Examples of these were the People's National Party under Norman Manley in Jamaica and the Barbados Progressive League under Grantley Adams in Barbados.
b) The labour unrest led to the formation of trade unions to enable concerted action among workers to achieve higher wage and better conditions of work. One must remember that trade unions were not recognised in many territories before 1930. This meant they did not have much power to protect the interest and improve the working conditions of workers. Within five years after the riots, there were 58 registered trade unions with a total membership of 65,000 workers in the West Indies. Some of the many benefits brought about by the formation of trade unions were:
· Sick leave
· Pension schemes
· Minimum wage law
· Workmen's compensation
· Holidays with pay
· Redundancy pay
Examples of Trade Unions
1. British Guiana Labour Union - 21st July, 1922
2. Trinidad Oilfield Workers Trade Union - 15th September, 1937
3. Jamaica Hotel Employees Association - 1st December, 1937
4. Bustamante Industrial Trade Union (BITU) - 23rd January, 1939
5. Barbados Workers' Union - 4th October, 1941
6. Dominica Trade Union - 31st December, 1945
The Moyne Commission
c) The uprisings of the 1930s were a concern of the colonial office in Britain. This led to another Royal Commission (1938). The commission headed by Lord Moyne was responsible for investigating social and economic conditions that occurred during the 1930s. Popularly called Moyne Commission, it was also to make recommendations.
For a period of 15 months from September 1938 to June 1939, the commission took formal evidence, oral and written, made on-the-spot investigations of conditions in housing, agriculture, hospital, schools, prisons, factories, lunatic and leper asylum, orphanages and land settlement.
Commission Findings
· Too much attention was being paid to how things were done in Britain and not enough to how things would be done in the Caribbean.
· The ordinary people, especially ordinary black people, lacked health, wealth and proper elementary education.
· There was too much gap between the 'haves' and the 'have nots'.
Recommendations of the Moyne Commission
· The establishment of West Indian Welfare fund, a sum of 20,000,000. The objective of this fund was to finance schemes for the general improvement of education, health services, housing, slum clearance, creation of labour departments and provision of social welfare facilities.
· Gradual progress to self-government through gradual participation of people in the decision- making process.
· Propose compulsory registration of trade unions and government audit of their funds.
· Agriculture to be diversified further. 
